[Ontogeny-derived hematopoietic stem cells divide successively producing clones of differentiated hematopoietic cells].
Forty seven individual haemopoietic cell clones bearing unique radiation markers were studied in long-term bone marrow cultures. Throughout cultivation, clones appeared at different times, 1 to 12 weeks after explanation, survived during 1-10 weeks and markedly varied in size. Usually, the number of metaphases characteristic of an individual clone rapidly increased, achieved a maximum and declined. The cells of disappeared clones were never seen again. The experimental results provide further evidence for the model of haemopoiesis by clonal succession. The data obtained are discussed with respect to the functioning of haemopoietic stem cell population.